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Letter of Foreign Association

The Namibia Council for Architects and Quantity Surveyors has taken note of the fact that some of
Namibian Registered Architects and Quantity Surveyors sometimes form associations with foreign non-
registered Architects and Quantity Surveyors or lend their names to a project to be completed in
Namibia, with some or most of the work being performed by a foreign non-registered Architect or
Quantity Surveyor.

The arrangement inevitably results in a sharing of work and fees between the registered and non-
registered professionals.

It must be borne in mind that by mentioning “foreign non-registered Architects and Quantity Surveyors”,
the reference is made to those who are not registered by the Namibia Council for Architects and
Quantity Surveyors.

Often the bulk of work is performed outside Namibia by the foreign non-registered professionals, but
there are instances where such work would also partially be performed in Namibia.

Furthermore because foreign (particularly South African) Architects and Quantity Surveyors are not
bound by minimum tariff of fees, the association with such non-registered professionals often has the
effect of reducing the prescribed minimum fees that the Registered Architects and Quantity Surveyors
in Namibia would be required to charge, resulting in the transgression of the Architects’ and Quantity
Surveyors’ Act, 1979 (Act 13 of 1979); and its rules and regulations on the part of the Registered
Professionals in Namibia and a competitive advantage for the cooperation.

In accordance with the Architects' and Quantity Surveyors' Act, 1979 (Act 13 of 1979);

Section 1 (i) “architect” means a person registered as an architect in terms of any provision of
section 11

(iii) “council” means the Namibia Council for Architects and Quantity Surveyors.

(v) “quantity surveyor” means a person registered as a quantity surveyor
in terms of any provision of section 11

Section 11 (1) Any person who desires to be registered as an architect or a quantity surveyor or
an architect-in-training or a quantity surveyor-in-training shall lodge with the
Council, in the manner prescribed by it, an application in writing for such
registration, and such application shall be accompanied by the prescribed
registration fee and such information as may be required by the Council.

The Council after the consideration of such application shall define the route to registration of the
applicant under the relevant category.



The registered architects and quantity surveyors are bound by Minimum Tariff of Fees and Reservation
of Works as prescribed in Subsections 7(3)a and 7(3)b of the Architects’ and Quantity Surveyors’ Act,
1979 (Act 13 of 1979).

The non-registered architects and non-registered quantity surveyors are considered as persons not
being allowed to undertake the works reserved for architects and quantity surveyors in Namibia.

In accordance with Subsections 13 (1)(a)(i) & (ii) and 13(1)(b)(i) & (ii) no person other than an “architect”
or a “quantity surveyor” can use the said titles or may perform the reserved works.

Furthermore the architects and quantity surveyors in Namibia are bound by the following regulations of
the Architects’ and Quantity Surveyors’ Act, 1979 (Act 13 of 1979);

Subsection 4(1)(1) He shall not sign as an architect or otherwise identify as having been issued by
him, any building plan or other document of which he or his firm or a member or
employee of the company of which he is a member is not the bona fide author.

Subsection 4(1)(aa) He shall not, in his capacity as an architect in private practice, enter into or
dissolve any form of professional partnership or association, nor shall become a
member or cease to be a member of any company without notifying the council.

Subsection 4(1)(cc) He shall, within two months after having been instructed in writing, by the Council
to do so, dissolve any partnership or other association, or cease to be a member
of a company of which he is a member: Provided that the Council shall issue such
an instruction only if it is satisfied, after due and proper enquiry, that one or more
of the other members or employees of the partnership or association or company
concerned, who are not registered under section 11 of the Architects’ and
Quantity Surveyors’ Act, 1979 (Act 13 of 1979); have been guilty of an offence
which, had they been so registered, would have constituted a contravention of any
provisions of the regulations of the Architects’ and Quantity Surveyors’ Act, 1979
(Act 13 of 1979);

Subsection 5(1)(I) He shall not sign as a quantity surveyor or otherwise identify as having been
issued by him, any bills of quantities or other document of which he or his firm or
an employee of the company of which he is a member is not the bona fide author.

Subsection 5(1)(x)  He shall not, in his capacity as a quantity surveyor in private practice, enter into or
dissolve any form of professional partnership or association, nor shall become a
member or cease to be a member of any company without notifying the council.

Subsection 5(1)(cc) He shall, within two months after having been instructed in writing, by the Council
to do so, dissolve any partnership or other association, or cease to be a member
of a company of which he is a member: Provided that the Council shall issue such
an instruction only if it is satisfied, after due and proper enquiry, that one or more
of the other members or employees of the partnership or association or company
concerned, who are not registered under section 11 of the Architects’ and
Quantity Surveyors’ Act, 1979 (Act 13 of 1979); have been guilty of an offence
which, had they been so registered, would have constituted a contravention of any
provisions of the regulations of the Architects’ and Quantity Surveyors’ Act, 1979
(Act 13 of 1979);

In the light of the above provisions made by the Architects’ and Quantity Surveyors’ Act, 1979
(Act 13 of 1979); and its rules and regulations:

No Architectural or Quantity Surveying Partnership, Association or Company can be established
in Namibia unless;






